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Criteria for the Council’s Legal Adviser to attend CP Conferences
Where legal attendance is required at a cp conference, the following procedure should be followed. 
· ‘Regardless of whether there is the council’s legal adviser present, if the parents are not willing to cooperate in the implementation of the plan, the LA should consider what action, including the initiation of family proceedings, it should take to safeguard the child’s welfare.’ (Working Together 2010). This should then lead on to a Legal Planning Meeting and the case would be flagged at the Permanency Action Panel (PAP).

· However the legal adviser is not there to advise the conference as to whether the grounds are met to commence care proceedings. This issue is considered outside of the conference setting.  
· The social worker will discuss with her manager whether it is appropriate for a legal adviser to attend the conference and then notify legal and cp services if their presence is required.
· Usually this will be because there is a probability of legal proceedings beginning. 
· However it may also be necessary for a legal adviser to attend if legal proceedings have already begun or in cases that are approaching a timescale of 18 months of the child being subject of a cp plan. Generally however legal planning in these cases would be done outside of the conference.
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